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Lexical encounters of Georgian-Circassian-Ossetian languages



Centuries cohabitation of Georgian, Circassian and Ossetian peoples in Caucasus
naturally established linguistic connections, that are revealed in lexical adoptions.

This paper presents words, common for all three languages, considers directions
for word adoptions and intermediary languages.

Adopted from Georgian to Circassian and Ossetian are:

paraskevi (Geo.) ,Friday -the fifth day of the week®, baraskazej (Adig.)
»Wednesday*“; baraskasx: ,Friday®, barozoj / barazoj (Kabard.) ,id.“, brask®a / brask™a
(Ubykh) ,Wednesday*“, baras¢i / bariski (Oss.) ,Mourning, fasting®.

kato (Geo.) ,Bran - hard outer layers of cereal grain, byproduct of sieving of
flour®, gat / gat (Svan) ,Bran®, &ota / éot (Adig.) ,Malted grain®, ¢ata (Oss.) ,Bran®.

boloki (Geo.) ,Radish, buleki (Megr:) ,Radish®, buleki / bule¢i (Laz) ,Radish®,
bolok (Svan.) ,Radish®, baloja / balo¥a / béloj (Adig.) ,Radish®, bolk (/ron.) and bolga
(Digor.) ,Radish®.

gomi , gomuri (Geo.) ,Stable, barn“, gwem (Svan) ,Barn, cellar, g°an / k°ans

(Kabard.) ,Barn“, gon/gom (Oss.)....

Following words are obviously adopted from Circassian:

maq°e (Adig) ,Hay“, maq® (Kabard) ,Hay“, meqw (Svan.) ,Hay“, magoli
(dialect.) ,Hay bale“, méqel (/ron.), baquil (Digor) ,bale®.

Zaka (Adig) ,Beard“, ZakKa (Kabard.), 7,aka (Abaz.), a- zak'a (Abk.) ,Beard",
zak'a (Ubykh) ,Beard”, bzake (Megr.) ,Beard", zake / zaki (Oss.) ,,Beard*.

warad (Adig.) ,Song®, warad / wared (Kabard.) ,Song", warada (Ubykh) ,Song",
warajda (Abkh., Abaz.) ,Refrain®, warad (Abaz.) ,Song“, varada (Geo.) ,Refrain®,
varada (Megr.) ,Refrain®, wirajd4 (Oss.) ,Refrain®.

wana / wan (Adig.), wan (Kabard.), wanag®s (Ubykh) ,Saddle“, unagiri (Geo.)
»oaddle®, anageri / anangeri / onageri / onangeri / onagiri / onengeri / onangiri /
unageri (Megr.) ,Saddle“, hongir / hingir / ungir / unégir (Svan.), wanikjafsd (Oss.)
»Saddle®...

From Ossetian to Georgian:

xampala (Mokhev dialect of Geo.) ,,Corn balls boiled in water or milk®. 7urk.
yatlama ,Breads boiled in o0il“ in Abkh.-Circ. languages — halopami (Adig.), xalama
(Kabard.), a-hampal (Abkh.), hampal (Abaz.) ,Boiled corn breads” taken to Ossetian in
forms of: xamtami / xaltama / x&lpand / xdlpami / xdmpald / xaltama. Obviously

direction of adoption was Circassian — Ossetian — Mokhev. dialect of Georgian.
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